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Summary Information

Repository Georgia College Special Collections

Title J. Harold Saxon Collection

Dates 1920-1964

Extent 2.0 Cubic feet

Dimensions note 2 cubic feet

Language English

Preferred Citation note

J.Harold Saxon Collection. Special Collections. Ina Dillard Russell Library, Georgia
College & State University.
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Biographical/Historical note

J. Harold Saxon was born on Aug. 3, 1891, in Cartersville, Georgia. He attended Emory
University where he received his bachelor's degree in 1914. Years after he began his
career in education, he returned to school at Mercer University where he received his
M.A. in education in 1933. His master's thesis was an in-depth look at the Quitman
school system. On June 5, 1954, John Marshall Law School in Atlanta bestowed
an honorary doctor of laws degree on Saxon for his accomplishments in the field of
education.

Shortly after his graduation from Emory University he was named principal at Decatur
High School. He served in that capacity for one year and then moved to Moultrie to
become principal, a job he held for two years before moving on to become superintendent
at Moultrie for three years. After leaving the superintendent's post with Moultrie Public
Schools, Saxon moved to Quitman where he became superintendent for five years.

After leaving Quitman, Saxon became the chairman of the Georgia High School
Accrediting Commission. He served as a University High School Inspector with the
University of Georgia. Saxon also had a long and illustrious career with the Georgia
Education Association. He served as the treasurer of the association from 1934-35,
as Vice President from 1935-36, president from 1936-37, and was then named as the
executive director of the organization from 1944-1956. During his time at the GEA,
he was at the forefront of the GEA's battle for higher standards and decent working
conditions for teachers. He was a leader in the fight for the Minimum Program for
Education during his 1949-51 terms. He was instrumental in the creation of the Georgia
High School Association.

In addition to these posts, Saxon was director of the Schools at War Program in Georgia
with the U.S. Treasury Department's War Finance Committee from 1934-44. Two
years prior to that term, he was regional director of student work for the National Youth
Administration.

Saxon died on Dec. 7, 1956. He was married to Zollie McArthur Saxon. They had one
son and one daughter.

Scope and Contents note

This collection contains personal items belonging to Saxon including his master's
thesis, personal employment application, tax return, and photographs. In addition to
these items, there are newspaper clippings from his time with the Georgia Education
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Association and the Georgia Accrediting Commission. The bulk of the collection consists
of correspondence from educators around the state of Georgia concerning his candidacy
for offices in the Georgia Education Association. There are several reports and audits for
the Quitman Public Schools included in this collection, as well as newspaper clippings
reporting on the progress made in public education in the 1930s through the 1960s. Of
specific interest are a few photographs of Saxon with former Georgia Governor E.D.
Rivers.

Arrangement note

These papers consist of materials produced by and about J. Harold Saxon, his
career with the Georgia Education Association, the University of Georgia, and the
Georgia Accrediting Commission. The collection is arranged by physical content, i.e.,
correspondence, photographs, letters from noted educators, school studies, newspaper
articles, speeches, assorted pamphlets, and reports.

Administrative Information

Indexing Terms

Subjects - Corporate Bodies

• Emory University.
• Georgi High School Association.
• Georgia Education Association.
• Georgia High School Accrediting Commission.
• Mercer University.
• United States. National Youth Administration..

Subjects - Topics

• Education--Georgia
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• Saxon, J. Harold (1891-1956)
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Collection Inventory

Box Folder
1 1 Personal materials: Application for employment, tax return, letter of citation to son, high school

teaching certificate 

1 2 Commencement Programs 

1 3 Photographs of Saxon with political leaders and comrades in education 

1 4 Correspondence-Quitman Public Schools 

1 5 Faculty names-Moultrie Public Schools 

1 6 Examinations 

1 7 Speeches 

1 8 Speeches 

1 9 Speeches 

1 10 Correspondence and Reports: Accrediting Commission and High School Inspector 

1 11 Correspondence and Reports: Accrediting Commission and High School Inspector 

1 12 Correspondence and Reports: Accrediting Commission and High School Inspector 

1 13 Correspondence and Reports: Accrediting Commission and High School Inspector 

1 14 Correspondence and Reports: Accrediting Commission and High School Inspector 
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1 15 Correspondence: World Organization of the Teaching Profession 1951-52 

1 16 Newspaper Articles about Saxon (personal) 

1 17 Newspaper Articles about Saxon as Vice Pres. of GAE 

1 18 Newspaper Articles while Secretary of Georgia Accrediting Commission 

1 19 Newspaper Articles while Executive Secretary of GAE 

1 20 Newspaper Articles: Progress of Georgia Education 1920-21 

1 21 Newspaper Articles: Progress of Georgia Education in 1930's 

1 22 Newspaper Articles: Progress of Georgia Education in 1940's 

1 23 Newspaper Articles: Progress of Georgia Education 1964 

2 1 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 

2 2 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 

2 3 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 

2 4 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 

2 5 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 

2 6 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 

2 7 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 
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2 8 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 

2 9 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 

2 10 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 

2 11 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 

2 12 Letters for Candidacy-Vice Pres. Of GEA 1934-35 

2 13 Correspondence for Candidacy-Executive Sec. GEA 1944 

2 14 Correspondence for Candidacy-Executive Sec. GEA 1944 

2 15 GEA Personal Correspondence 1935 

2 16 GEA Personal Correspondence 1935 

2 17 Obituary Articles about Saxon 

2 18 Programs, pamphlets, by-laws, and book lists 

2 19 UGA Bulletin of Accredited High Schools 38-39, America's Tenth Man,Mercer University
Summer Quarter 1931 Calendar, Speech pamphlet ofBrooks Fletcher, Program from 1936 State
Democratic Convention, 1935 Schools and Taxes, Higher Education in Denmark, assorted
pamphlets. 

3 1 Saxon, J. Harold. "A Study of the Quitman Georgia School. M.A. Thesis. Macon, Georgia.
Mercer University, 1933. 

3 2 Annual Report of The Treasurer of the State of Georgia for Period January 1 to December 31,
1933. Printed by the State of Georgia, 1933. 
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3 3 "Audit of Accounts, Board of Education, Quitman Graded Schools. Printed by the State of
Georgia, 1931. 

3 4 "Audit of Accounts, Board of Education, Quitman Graded Schools. Printed by the State of
Georgia, 1931. 

3 5 "Budget Operations: Past, Present and Future. Edited by Zach Arnold, State Treasurer. Printed by
the State of Georgia, June 30, 1940. 

3 6 "Preliminary Report on the Origins, Work, and Accomplishments of the Southern Association
Study. Prepared by the Staff of the Study. October 1940. 

3 7 "Report of the Examination, Quitman Graded Schools. Prepared by Tom Wisdom, State Auditor.
Printed by the State of Georgia, June 30, 1935. 

3 8 "Reports of the Examination, Quitman Graded School System-Brooks County. Prepared by Tom
Wisdom, State Auditor. Printed by the State of Georgia, October 5, 1937 

3 9 "Survey of the Quitman, Georgia White Schools in 1932: Part III High School Testing Program.
Prepared by J.I. Allman. Printed by the State of Georgia, August 25, 1933 

3 10 "Sixty-Second and Sixty-Third Annual Reports of the Department of Education to the General
Assembly of the State of Georgia." Presented by M.D. Collins, State Superintendent of Schools.
Printed by the State of Georgia, June 30, 1934 

4 1 The American Cotton Grower. Vol. 1. No. 2. July 1935. 

4 2 Bulletin of the University of Georgia. Vol. 35. No. 11d. August 1935. 

4 3 Bulletin of the University of Georgia. Vol. 35. No. 11e. August 1935 

4 4 Bulletin of the University of Georgia: Accredited High Schools of Georgia 1937-38. Vol. 38. No.
1b. September 1937. 

4 5 Education and Race Relations: Schools May Render South Invaluable Service, Say Leading
Educators. Prepared by the Conference on Education and Race Relations. Pamphlet. 
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4 6 Georgia Education Journal. Vol. 24. No. 8. April 1932. 

4 7 Georgia Education Journal. Vol. 24. No. 10. June 1932. 

4 8 Georgia Education Journal. Vol. 29. No. 1. September 1936. 

4 9 Georgia Education Journal. Vol. 29. No. 2. October 1936. 

4 10 Georgia Education Journal. Vol. 29. No. 2. April 1941. 

4 11 Georgia State School Items. Vol. 3. No. 4. August 1926 

4 12 School Legislation Session 1935 and Certain Laws of 1931 and 1933." Issued by the State
Superintendent of Public Instruction. Raleigh, North Carolina 

4 13 School Life. Vol. 4. No. 4. February 1920. 

4 14 Service Bulletin. Vol. 6. No. 3. April 1931. 

4 15 The Speakers Library Magazine. Vol. 6. No.1. January 1935 

4 16 Spaulding, F.T. Preliminary Report on the Study of Secondary Education. September 1937 


	J. Harold Saxon Collection
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1423153418.pdf.QDPa3

