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Ben W. Howell 
 

By Jonathan O’Brien and Davis Shaw 

 
U.S. Army Sergeant First 

Class Ben Willis Howell was born 
in Tennille, Georgia in 
Washington County on July 5, 
1931. Records from 
HonorStates.org show that Sgt. 
First Class Howell enlisted in the 
United States Army. According to 
the Union-Recorder, at the time of 
his death he had already served 18 
years, and was described as a 
“career soldier.”  

On the home front Howell married Carolyn Garrett, of 
Milledgeville. They had three children: “one son, Ben Keith; two 
daughters, Kathy Elizabeth and Gwynell Ann,” according to the Union-
Recorder. Records show the family lived at 244 Park Ave. 
Milledgeville, Ga 31061. 

During his final tour of duty in Vietnam, which began on April 13, 
1968, Howell suffered a “traumatic event.” Records show he was killed 
by hostile small arms fire while in Quang Tri Province. He died on May 
28, 1968. 
 His body would not return to his hometown of Milledgeville for 
burial until mid-June. A front page article in the Union-Recorder, 
reported the funeral for Howell was held at 4 p.m. on Monday, June 10 
in the Church of the First Assembly of God on Irwinton Road. Howell 

https://www.google.com/search?q=ben+willis+howell+milledgeville&client=safari&rls=en&ei=omCVYK-JKdOMwbkP0qutkAo&oq=ben+willis+howell+milledgeville&gs_lcp=Cgdnd3Mtd2l6EAMyBQghEKABOggIABCwAxDNAjoFCCEQqwI6BwghEAoQoAFQ_DxY0k1ggk9oAXAAeACAAdgBiAGyEpIBBjAuMTAuNJgBAKABAaoBB2d3cy13aXrIAQHAAQE&sclient=gws-wiz&ved=0ahUKEwiv4qiO9bfwAhVTRjABHdJVC6IQ4dUDCA0&uact=5


was given “full military honors” during a graveside service at the Zeeta 
Cemetery in Tennille. The funeral was presided over by the Rev. D.W. 
Gatlyn and Rev. Billy R. Jones.  
 In addition to his wife and three children, Howell was survived by 
his father, Oscar Howell of Dublin, along with his brothers -- M.S. 
Howell of Tennille, Remus Howell of Swainsboro, and Melvin Howell 
of Sandersville -- and his five sisters: Mrs. Velvin Smith of Tennille, 
Mrs. Margaret West of Savannah, Mrs. W.O. Bland of Brunswick, Mrs. 
J.D. Walker of Longview, Texas, and Mrs. Paul Throade of California.   

 
Application for headstone from Ancestry.com 
 



Union-Recorder June 13, 1968.  



 
Courtesy: Wall of Faces (Curator’s Note: Upon further research, this photo is not Ben Howell. This is 
an image of Jim Robertson (Leithoff), who served with Ben Howell in Germany) Evan Leavitt 
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