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a “winning” candidate in the presidential elections). Moderates
may account for the rise and fall of these percentages, joining the
Democrats in years that seem bad for Republicans. Given the gen-
erally negligible Republican gains (except in 1990), the center in
these two regions seems definitely inclined toward the left.

Moderates increased in only the North Atlantic region,
another surprise since the region has traditionally been strongly
Democratic. Republicans are again increasing in several regions,
including the South Atlantic, East and West South Central, and
Pacific regions, probably as economic prosperity prompts migra- .
tions, if not as a result of general economic prosperity in general
Other parties are frequently missing and generally appear in only
tiny percentages, but they seem to have increased in the West South
Central, Mountain, and Pacific regions and to have declined in the
North Atlantic.

These trends suggest that most regions are retaining their
traditional political characters. However, increases in the number
of Republicans should be viewed with caution since they coincide
with the elections of 1990, 1992, and 1994 and may change signif-
icantly in 2000. Further, these gains may also not be reckoned as
losses to the number of Democrats but shifts from the center.

Whatever the traditional political characters of the regions,
there is generally a weaker significance in the relationships
between region and political party affiliation (Table 4). Indeed, this
regional association is the weakest of the four considered here. The

fluctuation of correlation suggests that other factors are influencing
regional politics.

Conclusions

The evidence I have presented here does not support either
the popular perception of cultural homogenization or its sociologi-
cal refutation. Rather, I would suggest that while regionalism
remains a cultural influence, it is a force in flux. Recent assertions
about regional holding power (Herting et al.) seem also to apply to
religion and politics even as occupational and recreational mobili-
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